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The data used come from Young Lives, a longitudinal study of  childhood poverty that is tracking the 
lives of  12,000 children in Ethiopia, India (in Andhra Pradesh), Peru and Vietnam over a 15-year period. 
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Dynamics of Changing Nutritional Status 
of Children in Andhra Pradesh

This paper examines the dynamics of nutritional status of children in 
the state of Andhra Pradesh in India in the years of 2002, 2006 and 
2009 based on a sample of a cohort of 2000 children born in the year 
2001-02. It observes whether a child who was malnourished (in terms 
of stunting, wasting and underweight) during early childhood (infancy) 
switches to a healthy status (catches-up) as he grows up, or whether a 
child who was not malnourished during early childhood grows up to be 
a malnourished (falters). Results suggest persistence in the nutritional 
status of children over the data points. The analysis is done separately 
for region, ethnic group, religion, location, wealth quartile and gender 
using nutrition mobility matrices. 
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of children’s lives, we seek to improve 
policies and programmes for children.

Young Lives Partners

Young Lives is coordinated by a small team 
based at the University of Oxford, led by 
Professor Jo Boyden.

•	 	Ethiopian	Development	Research	Institute,	
Ethiopia

•	 	Pankhurst	Development	Research	and	
Consulting	plc

•	 	Save	the	Children	(Ethiopia	programme)

•	 	Centre	for	Economic	and	Social	Sciences,	
Andhra	Pradesh,	India

•	 	Save	the	Children	India

•	 	Sri	Padmavathi	Mahila	Visvavidyalayam	
(Women’s	University),	Andhra	Pradesh,	India

•	 	Grupo	de	Análisis	para	el	Desarollo	
(GRADE),	Peru

•	 	Instituto	de	Investigación	Nutricional,	Peru

•	 	Centre	for	Analysis	and	Forecasting,	
Vietnamese	Academy	of 	Social	Sciences,	
Vietnam

•	 	General	Statistics	Office,	Vietnam

•	 	University	of 	Oxford,	UK

Contact:
Young Lives
Oxford Department of  
International Development,
University of Oxford,
3 Mansfield Road,
Oxford OX1 3TB, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1865 281751
Email: younglives@younglives.org.uk
Website: www.younglives.org.uk


	111-Sanchez_Final text for WP_10Sep2013.pdf
	Introduction
	Theoretical framework
	Empirical strategy
	Data aspects
	Data
	Factor analysis for skills and parental investments
	Measurement of nutritional status

	Main results
	Assessing the long-term impact of early nutrition on skills formation
	Complementarities between stunting and skills




